
Welcome! 
ST. MARTIN—LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Reverend James Chinery, Pastor 
Randy Bickel, Family Life/Youth 
Lance Coyle, Dir Of Worship Arts 

 

10995 Canada Road 
Birch Run, MI 48415 

 989-624-9204 
 

Sunday Worship 8 am & 10:45 am 
Wednesday 7 pm  

 
A place you can call home 
www.stmartinbirchrun.org 

Introducing Chaplains  
Bickel and Chinery! 

 
Beginning February 1, 2016, St. Martin will enter a new era of minis-
try in our church family and the surrounding community. Randy and 
I will be providing twenty hours of chaplain service per week for 
Wellspring Lutheran in their nursing facility and Hospice care.    
 
The church council approved the contract (which can be negated by 
either side with 90 days’ notice) at our December council meeting.  
Wellspring Lutheran will pay St. Martin $2,500 per month for these 
services.  
 
Please know that St. Martin remains our priority, and we have taken 
careful steps to ensure that our duties as Director of Family Life and 
Youth Ministries and Pastor will continue to be met.   
 
As you can imagine, much discussion was had at the two church 
council meetings where we discussed this endeavor. The church 
council and the board of elder’s has pledged to keep a close eye on 
our new partnership, ensuring that the needs of St. Martin continue 
to be met, and the mental and spiritual health of Randy and I re-
main...well...relatively healthy. 
 
I am excited about the opportunity we have to serve the greater 
community, to provide St. Martin with a modest revenue stream and 
to get the name of Christ and St. Martin out to the residents and 
staff at Wellspring Lutheran and Wellspring Hospice Care. 
 
Should you have any concerns or question, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Randy in the evening after he goes to bed. As an alternative, 
I, your pastor, welcome any and all questions, concerns, prayers, 
complaints or general comments. You can find me at my desk, in the 
sanctuary, or driving around the Birch Run area visiting folks.  You 

could also email me, or call me on my cell phone.           Pastor Jim 

Reaching, Bringing, Touching 

February 2016 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ST. MARTIN  

“So Jacob served 
seven years to get 
Rachel, but they 

seemed like only a 
few days to him  
because of his  
love for her.”   

 
Genesis 29:20  
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The Story of Love 
Bill Burmeister, Gift Planning Counselor 

Church Extension Fund of the Michigan District LCMS 
February has long been celebrated as the month of love. Valentine’s Day and the story of the patron saint 
are shrouded in mystery. The Catholic Church recognizes at least three different saints named Valentine, all 
of whom were martyred. One was killed for secretly marrying young lovers against the decree of the Ro-
man Emperor Claudius ll. Another died after attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons. 
While in prison, legend has it he sent the first “valentine” greeting to a young girl who visited him in prison. 
He signed it, “From your Valentine”, an expression that is still used today. 
 
Valentine greetings were popular as far back as the Middle Ages, though written Valentines didn’t appear 
until after 1400. It was celebrated most commonly in England and France with the belief that February 14 
was the beginning of the bird’s mating season, which added to the idea that this time was a season of ro-
mance and love. In America the tradition of exchanging hand-made valentines began in the early 1700s. 
Today an estimated 1 billion Valentine cards are sent each year. 
 
As Christians we don’t have to rely on legends or be confused by various stories explaining how a special 
day of expressing love may have gotten started. All we have to do is look at the example of the ultimate 
outpouring of love. John 3:16 reads, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that every-
one who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.” God’s love is not static or self-centered. It is 
the basis for all love. When you love someone dearly, you are willing to give freely, to the point of self-
sacrifice. What greater gift or expression of love could ever have been given than the gift of God’s Son, Je-
sus? 
 
The ultimate result of that gift, eternal life, is in the future for all of us. We don’t know the exact time, date 
or year. Which makes it all the more important that we share our faith, an expression of love for others, 
whenever we can and plan for the time when we receive the wonderful gift of heaven. We are demon-
strating our love for family by communicating our faith, completing our plans in properly executed Wills or 
Revocable Living Trusts and expressing our wishes for the time when we are gone. We can also be a great 
example to family by leaving a “Planned Gift”. Giving a portion of what God’s given us may 
enable our favorite ministries to continue to reach out and express the love of God to the 
world, even when we are no longer here. It’s a continuing “Gift of Love.” 

Lenten Worship & Soup Suppers  
Beginning with Ash Wednesday, February 10th, 2016 
we enter the church season of Lent with a special 
communion & imposition of ashes service at 7:00pm. 
Then each of the following  Wednesdays until Palm Sunday & Ho-
ly Week, we’ll have “Lenten Lessons from Luke” as our  theme for 
Worship with the 7th & 8th grade confirmands joining Pastor & 
Lance in leading our  time together with God. Each of these weeks 
we will have a Soup Supper with congregational participation in 
bringing soups and desserts with grilled cheese & pickles being 
provided. Please plan on joining our walk together through Lent!  

The church council of St. Martin would like to 

thank the family of: 

Marge Parlberg 

for their generous memorial gift to the church.   

May Marge eternally rest in the blessed  

peace of God the Father.   
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Prayer List 
Cheryl Ritchie 

Mackenzie Harper 
Jack Walsh 

Robert Kinkaid 
Mike Wagner 
Ann Medley 

Mike 
Jackie Buchler 

Lynn Sweet 
Carl Buchler 

Becky Ackerson 
Beth Wieland 

Richard & Marcy Peters 
Frank Balanowski 

Bob Blehm 
Terri Weisner 

Brady Groombridge 
Dennis 

Church Triumphant 
Dick LeClear 
Susan Eliott 

Bethany Mellish 
 

Births 
Sophie Lillian 

Noah Andrew Czymbor 

You are invited to a FREE  
Presentation on Alzheimer’s 

Tuesday, March 1st from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. 
St. Martin Lutheran 

 

The Stephen Ministry team at St. Martin’s invites 
you to hear Laura J. Ruhle speak on the subject of 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia. She is currently serving 
as the Spiritual Care Coordinator for A & D Hospice 
in Saginaw. She will share practical information in-
cluding how to remain ‘present’ with the Alzhei-
mer’s patient.  
 
Currently 1 in 9 of those over the age of 65 struggle 
with some sort of Alzheimer’s, having great impact 
on family dynamics. In 2014 over 15 million individ-
uals provided unpaid care for family members with 
some form of dementia causing a significant 
amount of physical and emotional distress. 
 
Please feel free to extend an invitation 
to others. The event will be held in the 
sanctuary.  

Spaghetti Dinner & Variety Show  
Saturday, February 27th , 2016, 5:30pm  

St. Martin Lutheran Fellowship Center  
Presale tickets will be available for $7.00 for 
Adults & $3.00 for children, at the door ticket pric-
es will go up a $1.00 per ticket. The Variety Show 
will showcase talents from within our congrega-
tion & community and will immediately follow the 
dinner and is always a great time!  
We’ve been blessed with supplementary funds 
from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans in the past 
and hope to have a Thrivent Action Team for this 
year’s event. Tickets will be available from  the 
office or Sr. High Youth Ministries. Contact the 
office with any questions or volunteers.  


